Queering Our History Project Essay; Pierre Seel:
The Holocaust/Porajmos was an event which was in the making from 1884 until around 1945. Starting with the Berlin Conference in 1884 and the genocide of the Herero and Nama people of Namibia, Severing of the Congo, and many more territorial based genocides. Countless atrocities were committed, and racial pseudoscience was initiated. The atrocities committed by Otto von Bismarck and King Leopold II’s people from 1884-1918 had been refined by time the initial genocides of people by time the Third Reich occurred, which was established on January 30, 1933. Although the Third Reich wasn’t the only group enacting genocide, as Il Partito Nazionale Fascista of Italy [The Fascist Party] enacted genocide against Bedouins, Ethiopians, Yugoslavs, Italian Jews, and Queer people. Systemic based cleansings started with those deemed “racially inferior”, the Roma, Afro-Germans, Disabled/Neurodivergent people, and “Asocial people” by Germans. “Asocial people” referred to homosexuals (“Pierre Seel: I Pierre Seel”, 2023, pp. 29-30). Among these people was Pierre Seel. Pierre penultimately survived the transitional event known as “The Homocaust”, which was the largescale deportation of people to concentration camps (Verace, 2023, pp. 29). Pierre Seel is an important cornerstone to queer history due to combating the monolithic systemic entity known as the Third Reich, being the first queer French survivor to testify about his experience, refusing to remain silent in the continued discrimination against LGBTQ+ people in France, and paving the way for the reclamation of the pink triangle. Without him, the LGBTQ+ may not have been recognized as people affected by the Holocaust/Porajmos.

Pierre Seel was born on August 16, 1923 in Mulhouse, Alsace/Hagenau, France. He was the younger of 5 sons, had an adopted sister, and his family ran a patisserie [or Bakery] in town. Alsace is in close proximity to the German border, and was often fought over by France and Germany. It was once considered to be owned by both countries (Holocaust Memorial Day, 2025). Pierre Seel knew from a young age that despite his family having a Catholic background, that he was gay. Homosexuality had no laws against it in France, but was heavily stigmatized by the heavily religious region (Holocaust Memorial Day, 2025). Pierre would commonly meet people in a washroom near Steinbach Square in Mulhouse. “…Several of [us] boys would go down there and meet up. That’s it… But it satisfied my curiosity and maybe my search for love, too.” The washrooms were a known place where gay boys went to have sex, implied by the inspector that interviews his family’s bakery. The inspector for the bakery knew he went to the washrooms after someone stole his watch from Paris; a gift from his aunt that was also his godmother. He went to make a statement at the police station, where he was encountered (Making Gay History, 2025). At this point, Pierre did not know that his name was put in records by the Nazis. In 1939, after a love letter he gave to a crush who was a girl faltered and he realized that he had found naked men attractive by age 15, Pierre had a boyfriend (Verace, 2023, pp. 30). The Nazis came in around June 1940, having broken the Maginot line, and Seel started work at a Jewish store, where his first sale was a bra. At night, he would meet up with friends and other gay men to distribute anti-Nazi pamphlets, tear down posters, and pose a resistance. As he returned from his workplace in May of 1941, due to homosexuality being illegal in Germany, Pierre’s mother had received information that the Gestapo was summoning him the next day from his mother (Making Gay History, 2025). Referred to as “schweinhund”, he was tortured along with other arrested suspects, and sent to the Schirmeck camp. The pink triangle did not exist at the time, but was later used to identify gay prisoners. He was assigned in the 21st of March 1942, assigned as Reichsarbeitsdienst (Verace, 2023, pp. 31). He was raped with broken rulers, and he saw people having their fingernails peeled. At Schirmeck, his 18 year old boyfriend, Jo, was stripped naked, had a bucket placed on his head, and was thrown to dogs as classical music was played by officers to snuff out Jo’s screams as he was consumed. This utterly crushed him (“Pierre Seel: I Pierre Seel”, 2023, pp. 42-44). He recalls of a statue of Mary in the distance. He is eventually forced to join the Nazis in the summer of 1942, and was ashamed that he had to kill people. He had to change his name to “Celle” in order to hide his origin, and was able to desert (Verace, 2023, pp. 32). After he had returned to France, he remained quiet and hid his gay orientation among the people. He had filed for the matrimonial agency to be married to a woman, out of the homophobia he had faced from relatives. In 1952, they had their first child, opened a tissue store, had another kid in 1954, and a third child [a daughter] in 1957. Pierre never explained why he was deported to his wife (Verace, 2023, pp. 32). She did not know about his sexuality, and was angered because he did not ask for deportation compensation. He continued to live without disclosing his gay orientation, and respected his marriage for 28 years. It was described as “hell” and living life was “demonic” because he had interpreted it to be impossible to love a man and a woman simultaneously (Making Gay History, 2025). It wasn’t until 1981 when he separated and was living alone where he had attended a book reading about the treatment of gay men who were German, and decided to finally reach out (Holocaust Memorial Day, 2025). On February 9, 1989, Seel was interviewed on TV shows by Frederic Mitterand; “Tele 7 Jours and La Depeche du Midi” was dispersed on a mass scale, and he buried the statue of Mary he had. It is recorded in his book that he had received 9,100 Francs, or $1,300 USD. His intent was described as being one of rage and a want to have the overall Nazi deportation of Queer people. (“Pierre Seel: I Pierre Seel”, 2023, pp. 132).

The importance of Pierre Seel to LGBTQ+ history is due to the attempted erasure of the persecution of queer people in the ledgers. Approximately 50,000 received jail sentences with inhumane living conditions, 10-15,000 men accused of homosexuality were sent to the extermination camps, as trans people and lesbians were not targeted the same as gay men. Paragraph 175, the amendment for German law that affected Pierre Seel, was not recognized by the Allies, the German states, and Austria. None of them recognized homosexuals as victims of the Nazis in conference, which hindered efforts and reparations. (Holocaust Memorial Day, 2024). If people had not reached out, the fact that gay people were exterminated on the second largest scale outside of sodomy laws would’ve been excluded from Queer History. In his interviews in “Tele 7 Jours and La Depeche du Midi”, the French government attempted to silence him once more during his descriptions of being sexually harmed with rulers as “it offended the good people of France” (“Pierre Seel: I Pierre Seel”, 2023, pp. 132). Despite initial silence due to fear of discrimination as a coverup, Pierre’s live broadcasting gives power to the LGBTQ+ as it confirms that media outlets can be used against the oppressor in an act of resistance. Pierre’s information in specific, when in comparison to other survivors, showed that the people sent to concentration camps were not working as previously ensued by the state, but tortured, starved, experimented on, and maimed (Reed, 2024). Specific importance surrounding Pierre’s case shows that gay persecution at the time was not specifically delegated to German people, and that there is a possibility in other events like this for Queer people’s voice to be lost, as he was the first person in France to testify out of few. This intersection in being queer and standing to the oppressors despite background differences is a powerful statement. Seel commented on the existence of the Pink Triangle, whereas his group of homosexuals that he was imprisoned with had been administered blue badges (Making Gay History, 2025). This knowledge was a result of research and communication, which is an important thing for the newer generation of LGBTQ+ individuals to understand, as advocacy for each other will require extensive research, developing connections, and being reactive with advocacy to the experiences of each other. Due to these connections, Seel was able to receive reparations. This skill of developing rapport to achieve reparations is important to most marginalized communities, but especially important to LGBTQ+ people, as there is legislation being passed in North America which will replicate similar effects to that of Nazi encampment and the genocides committed by fascist governments.

Pierre’s story reflects a needed sentiment to question authority today under the current genocide from the development of the Fourth Reich. Although it has not been called what it is, post World War II, North America had bought off scientists and representatives in the era’s genocides, such as members of Unit 731 in Japan, and people avoiding the Nuremberg trials seeking for protection from a certain death sentence. Currently, in America, birthright citizenship is being targeted as of April. 01, 2026. And approximately 400 anti-LGBTQ+ bills exist in state legislature, along with 645 anti-trans bills as of the 9th of February, 2026 (Martinez, 2026). To uphold the legacy of Pierre Seel and everyone who has died as a result of the Porajmos/Holocaust, we must work on researching these bills and distinguishing the document-to-reality comparison of erasures that are occurring for our people. We must also look within our own individual and familial histories to source where queerness has existed and thrives within our intersecting marginalities. Otherwise, like Pierre had experienced during WWII, our history will be doomed to attempted erasure that will be successful without the expansion of our knowledge as the LGBTQ+ community. 
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